
COVID-19 & REMOTE LEARNING UPDATE



REMOTE LEARNING AT MERICI

The Learning Program will provide opportunities 
for students to: 

• Focus on Continuity of Learning

• Apply their Knowledge

• Practise Skills

• Complete take home Assessments

• Be involved in Religious Education and the Pastoral Care Program. These will play an 
important role in learning.

Our main platforms of use are: Merici Email, Moodle and Microsoft Teams but are not 
limited to these.



YEAR 7-9 IB MYP
Risk Takers - Learning in a different way provides opportunities for fun and 
enjoyment. It is ok if things don’t go to plan.

Balanced - Follow a routine, where possible, to stay focused when learning from 
home. Also plan in breaks, give yourself time to switch off.

Caring - We care about you and want to know how you are going. We are still here 
for you.

Thinkers - Learning will still be focused on the key and related concepts for the 
units.

Knowledgeable - Flex lessons about the Learner Profile and other IB components 
will be available on the IB Moodle Page and presented online via teams as 
needed. ATL’s (Approaches to Learning) will still be a feature of many lessons.

Open Minded - Focus on learning rather than assessment. Be open minded to 
complete learning and assessment in different ways. Your teachers will make 
arrangements as needed and let you know what is expected. We will be 
understanding that things are not always easy and not the same as it was.

Communicators - Ask for help! You will still be in communication with your 
teachers and peers.



YEAR 10 AUSTRALIAN CURRICULUM

Stepping stones to College (Years 11 & 12)

• Continue to develop good study habits, the knowledge and understanding that you develop in 
Year 10 can direct you towards particular courses in College.

• Great opportunity to enhance collaboration skills with peers. Understanding is enhance when 
explaining an idea or concept to a friend.

• Try to create a quiet and comfortable learning space, 
preferably in a family/open space so not 
feeling isolated, preferably with an adult nearby.

• Check in regularly with teachers, PC teacher and 
House Coordinator.



YEAR 11 IB DIPLOMA PROGRAM
Community - Being an IB World School means we are part of an international community. Many IB 
resources are being made available and will be forwarded to you in time.

Subjects - Dedicate time to engage with your courses for the required time. It will not all be online, 
sometimes you will complete work from your books and other materials provided.

Learning - Will be conducted via our existing platforms Moodle, Managebac, Pamoja, email and also 
via Teams and may include some new tools.

Assessment - We will find alternative ways to provide you with feedback on your learning. 
For example a test that would be done in class, may now be conducted online. Please follow 
your teacher's instructions and the conditions they ask you to follow – they are there to 
help you.

CAS - Focus on what you can achieve e.g. find a new skill that you have been 
meaning to get to. Collect evidence via photos, record of workout sessions 
completed at home, fitbit records etc and upload to Managebac. 

Online Spanish - Will continue as usual.

Extended Essay - Taught sessions will be delivered online - supervisors will be 
communicating with you online to provide the support needed.

Check in sessions - Via teams will be scheduled with Natalie Fairfax to still get 
an overall idea of how you are going.



YEAR 11 & 12 BSSS
Class Work 

• Students must complete and submit all class work assigned by their teachers. This will be recorded 
as their attendance for the class. 

• If students are falling behind or fail to submit assigned work, teachers will contact parents. 

• Where a video conference lesson is scheduled, students must be present (where possible). 

• Class rolls will be taken during the video conference for attendance.

Assessment Tasks

• Students are expected to submit all assessment tasks by the due date as per the assessment 
calendar and unit outlines. Some dates have had to be adjusted. These have been notified in writing 
via email to students and parents. 

• Students who fail to submit tasks on time will be penalised as per standard BSSS policy. 

• The nature of some assessment tasks in term 2 will need to be adjusted, and this will be 
communicated to students by their teacher when appropriate.

• If a student is unable to complete an assessment task due to illness, a medical certificate must be 
supplied. The BSSS have made it clear in writing, that the pandemic is not reasonable grounds for 
non-submission or extensions. 

• Failure to submit at least 70% of assessment in a subject will result in a voiding of a unit.



STUDENTS WITH PERSONALISED PLANS

Term 1
The Inclusive Education Department are currently collating work from teachers 
for the remainder of this term. It can be picked up on Friday afternoon or next 
Monday for students with Extensive Plans that require printed packages. 

• We ask parents to photograph completed work and send to the appropriate 
teacher.

All other students working with a PP will receive their work via email or Moodle 
from their subject teacher. 

Please email: karen.evans@merici.act.edu.au with any questions or 
clarifications

Term 2
We will contact families in Week 1 of Term 2. Again the student and parent point of contact is initially the subject 
teacher. Then overseen by Inclusive Education and House Coordinators, in conjunctions with Studies 
Coordinators.

mailto:karen.evans@merici.act.edu.au


REMOTE LEARNING TIMETABLE

Term 1 
• For the remainder of this term follow your current school 

timetable. 

Term 2 
• All students will receive a Modified Timetable to help you 

organise your time at home.



COMMUNICATION

Regular Communication will occur via:

• Emails  &

• Social Media 

https://www.facebook.com/mericicollege/
https://twitter.com/MericiCanberra
https://www.instagram.com/mericicanberra


FEES
We acknowledge the unprecedented economic impact on families as a result of COVID-19 and 
associated government directives. 

Consistent with our enrolment policy “no child is to be denied Catholic schooling simply because
of an inability (as opposed to an unwillingness) of a parent/carer to meet financial requirements”.

Effective immediately are the following fee relief measures:

• Credits (for amounts paid) will be placed on fee accounts for cancelled excursions (excluding non-
recoverable deposits), sporting events or activities as a result of COVID-19. 

• All debt collection activities will be suspended until further notice

• Fee concessions will be available on outstanding fees at the end of Term 1 for those families eligible for 
Government COVID-19 supplement payments. 

• Fee concession will be available for Term 2 fees for families eligible for Government COVID-19 
supplement payments. 

We anticipate delaying fee statements for Term 2 until there is greater clarity about the duration of the 
pandemic. General fee concession arrangements are being considered and will be communicated once 
finalised.

If you have been financially impacted by COVID-19 or have any concerns around fees, please contact the 
finance office on fees.office@merici.act.edu.au

mailto:fees.office@merici.act.edu.au


STUDENT EXPECTATIONS

1. Be ready for school. No pyjamas. 

2. Join in Pastoral Care activities, including 
prayer each day. 

3. Engage in the learning of your subjects. Get 
involved in the online discussions. Complete 
the assigned work and tasks.

4. Be polite to each other in your interactions online.

5. Encourage one another, this is going to be tricky at times. 

6. Try the activities you have been asked to do. Give it a go.

7. If in doubt, email a friend or your teacher.

8. Submit your assessments on time and upload to Moodle.

9. The rules of online behaviour still apply - THINK TWICE: Respect and Protect 
yourself, others and intellectual property.

Teams Teams



MENTAL HEALTH AND WELLBEING
Some Tips for Parent
1. Have a designated learning space for your daughter 

and family members

2. Establish a routine

3. Keep in touch with your daughter’s teachers.

4. Ask your daughter about how she is going –
acknowledge fears and anxieties, encourage 
communication

5. Follow healthy eating habits – healthy snacks, water, 
fresh air and exercise.

6. Monitor your daughter’s internet use.

Your daughter’s Mental Health and Wellbeing is more important 
than the stress of remote learning. You can only do what you can do. 

Contact her PC Teacher and House Coordinator with any pastoral concerns.



The Archbishop has asked that I pass on the following links to sites that may 
assist in keeping people connected in these challenging times. 

• Mass Online provides us with the opportunity to pray the Mass on a daily 
basis. 

• Living Word provides a reflection on the readings of the day.

• Daily Voice provides a daily snapshot of what is happening locally, in the 
Archdiocese and across the world. 

The Archdiocese has also shared Online Mass and Prayer Resources.

In these times of social distancing and restrictions on with whom we gather and 
where we gather these links provide the opportunity for spiritual closeness and 
reflection.

As things are changing constantly around us, it is good to journey with Our Lord 
and Saviour who provides a ‘still point in a turning world’.

FROM THE ARCHBISHOP

https://www.catholicvoice.org.au/mass-online/
https://www.catholicvoice.org.au/living-word/
https://www.catholicvoice.org.au/daily-voice/
https://cgcatholic.org.au/category/prayer-resources/


#BUILDINGFUTURES
#MERICIPRIDE

Wishing you all the best,
Mrs Wholley 
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